
British Roller Ski Series 2017 Masters World Championships, Sappada, January-February 2026 
 
 
 
811 eager athletes had signed up for the 2026 Masters World Championships in Sappada, north-eastern 
Italy which, if you want to know roughly where this is, go half way between Toblach/Dobbiaco and 
Obertilliach, turn south and it’s just down there. 811 is not a fantastic number for a Masters in the Alps, but 
it was better than some previous events and was made up, in order of numbers by: 
 
  USA  134 Poland  31 Estonia  5 
  Italy  115 Sweden  29 Spain  2 
  Germany    72 Australia  24 Kazakhstan 2 
  Finland    71 Czechia  26 Denmark  2 
  France    57 Ukraine  23 Romania  1 
  Austria    52 Slovakia  23 Slovenia  1 
  Switzerland   44 Great Britain   8 Japan  1 
  Canada    39 Netherlands   7 
  Norway    36 Latvia    6 

 
It’s perhaps surprising that USA was ahead of local Italy (but the word was that a lot of Americans wanted 
to leave the US and, for them, this is both a racing and a cultural trip), good to see Finland with a lot more 
racers than in the past (and they looked very smart in their team gear), excellent that Australia had so many, 
and actually quite good for us, because it put us ahead of all the ‘non-snow’ countries (and Estonia!). 
 
Lauro was the first to arrive, having been in Sappada since Saturday before the event, while I arrived on the 
Tuesday. The following day, Wednesday, there was a lot of new snow falling and temperatures varying 
between -4 oC and -1 oC. Good-oh, Rode stick wax working well in the morning and again in the afternoon, 
by which time the tracks were very full of snow. And what of the tracks? We had been told in advance that 
there had only been enough snow to prepare 5 and 7.5 km tracks, so let’s go on a tour of the 7.5 km circuit. 
 
From the start the tracks went roughly east, with about 200 metres of gentle climb before turning through 
roughly 180o to the first steep climb, a short one of perhaps 30 metres length. A little flat section and we 
were onto the first drop, a steepish but fairly short affair turning slightly to the right, before a fast run under 
the bridge which we will return to very shortly. A turn to the right and the second significant climb of about 
the same length as the first (the first ‘technical zone’), followed by a loop of a few hundred metres before 
we dropped back down over the bridge (told you!) which, with the speed from the descent needed only a 
few poles strokes to crest. Another fairly fast descent and round back towards the start area where, after a 
turn, we headed down the steepest and fastest hill to the river. Not tricky as such, but some care needed 
for the slight turn at the bottom before we scooted left and right over the bridge. 
 
Another short turning climb and a gentle drop to a 180o corner, a bit more climbing and then a fastish drop 
into the trees with a turn to the left which was just about do-able in the tracks and, really, that was the end 
of the ‘technical’ part of the track, after no more than 2.5 km! The rest of the track comprised a series of 
loops in the meadows punctuated by short climbs and one steep but short downhill, with only one further 
significant climb of about 75 metres (where the second ‘technical zone’ occurred). My thoughts on 
Whatserp at the end of the day were “Thank goodness we’d done all that work on the Skierg” because, after 
the first 2.5 km or so of technical stuff, this was very much a roller skier’s circuit but, nonetheless, an 
enjoyable one! That evening we walked just down the hill (our AirBNB apartment was ideally situated at no 
more that 10 minutes walk from the stadium) for a very reasonably-priced pizza. 
 
The following day we met up with Kelley; Peter M., Louise and Chris arrived in town as well, with Peter D. 
rolling in mid-afternoon. Temperatures were around zero for much of the day, so stick wax of the first day 
was not working well in the morning; skin skis in the afternoon were a little better. The tracks a lot faster, 
without all the new snow of the previous day, but this added no additional technical challenges. 
 



Day 3, Friday, uh-oh, temperature between -1 oC and +2 oC, with the tracks very glazed. More in hope than 
expectation I stuck (Wrong verb. Ed) with stick wax but, early morning, this hardly worked at all. Lauro 
bravely continued to try various stick waxes, ending up on red/silver, while I changed to Guru Extreme klister 
(-2 oC to +8 oC) which worked well at lunch time. Stick waxes in general, though, were confined to the bottom 
of the wax box from this day onwards; it was klister! There was a little confusion over where the refreshment 
tent was, and queues to collect race bibs, but these were fairly quickly resolved and the goody bag was 
actually good, containing both chocolate bars (two) and cheese. And so as not to keep you wondering, the 
refreshment tent was at about 200 metres from the start, just beside the waxing areas in a nicely-heated 
building beside it. 
 
At home in the Pinney/Franzese apartment, there was a lot of stress on Friday evening, particularly about 
temperatures and therefore grip wax for the following morning’s classic races. Some forecasts were 
predicting -10 oC, others a little warmer, but there was general agreement that temperatures would rise 
rapidly between 08:00 and 10:00, to be at or above zero by 11:00, i.e. right throughout the time of our race. 
They were wrong! Temperatures for the classic races were around -5 oC, meaning cold hands for me 
throughout the whole race. But Rode klister -6 oC to +6 oC worked well for me, while Peter D. complained 
of slipping, as did Peter M. on a slightly different mixture. James and Jennifer opted for skin skis which were 
perhaps not optimum on very fast tracks in the morning, indicated by the fact that the winners in the 
younger (M01-M06) age categories in the morning’s classic races were about 5 minutes faster over 20 km 
than the skaters in the afternoon races. 
 
There were some fears at the end of the race of disqualification for Lauro, who actually went to the scorers 
to report himself for missing the start markers of the second technical zone and doing kick-double-pole 
through it, and for Jamie (skating on corners) but all was well. This was Jennifer’s first-ever race at the 
Masters so, by definition, it was her best-ever score! I was reasonably happy with the number of people I 
beat, but less happy with my percentage, while pride of place in this first race went to Peter M. with the 
best performance of 31.8 %, albeit a little down on his performance over the same distance from 
Pillerseetaal of 13.3 % back in 2014. 
 
In the results below, speeds are calculated on the actual course lengths rather than the race distance, i.e. 
7.5 km = 7.33 km and 5 km = 4.92 km 
 
Medium distance classic technique, Saturday 31st January 
 
Men’s M01-M06 20 km 
 
Fastest Piotr Skowron POL M01     46:25.0 25.4 km/h 
5) James Sweeting GBR M01  1.10:43.0 16.7 km/h    52.4 % (5 starters) 
 
Ladies F01-F08 15 km 
 
Fastest Alina Prochazkova SVK F03     42:43.6 20.6 km/h 
 
1) Isabel Schowber GER F01     46:01.1 19.2 km/h 
5) Jennifer Sweeting GBR F01  1.11:08.1 12.4 km/h    54.6 % (5 starters) 
 
Men’s M07-M08 15 km 
 
Fastest Gian Jorger CH M07     38:12.6 23.1 km/h 
32) Peter Moysey GBR M07     50:21.5 17.5 km/h    31.8 % 
38) Peter Drew GBR M07     56:13.3 15.6 km/h    47.2 % (43 starters) 
 
1) Knut Beck Engebretsen NOR M08     40:05.1 21.9 km/h 
38) Adam Pinney GBR M08     57:31.2 15.3 km/h    43.4 % (46 starters) 
 
1) Gaefan Beaulieu CAN M09     44:23.6 19.8 km/h 
24) Lauro Franzese GBR M09  1.01:37.8 14.3 km/h    38.7 % (34 starters) 

 



 

 
Dr. Pinney, of no fixed ability, waiting for his hands to warm 

up again at the end of 15 km. Notice the lovely blue sky! 
 

 
The weather much warmer and sunny for the afternoon’s skate race, with Kelley and Louise (making her 
Masters debut) taking part. The track was, consequently, softer and more cut up (there were rumours that 
Louise also cut up Kelley, although it could have been the other way around but, because these can’t be 
confirmed, we won’t mention them here). Louise was enthused after her race, despite a fall on the downhill 
corner into the woods while, for Kelley, this was her best percentage performance since winning medals in 
Beitostolen back in 2019. 
 

 

 
James happy at the end of his first race and racing under 

a new (married) name of Sweeting (previously Cairns) 



 
Medium distance free technique, Saturday 31st January 
 
Ladies F01-F09 15 km 
 
Fastest Erica Ohearn USA F03     37:57.0 23.2 km/h 
 
1) Renate Forstner GER F04     41:15.1 21.3 km/h 
6) Kelley Haniver GBR F04     46:20.6 19.0 km/h    12.4 % (7 starters) 

 
1) Sirpa Paakkonen FIN F08     44:57.4 19.5 km/h 
8) Louise Makin GBR F08     55:19.9 15.9 km/h    23.1 % (15 starters) 

 
Not much time to recover before the following day’s, Sunday’s, short distance races! It was -8 oC at the 
classic start so I mixed Swix carbon klister (-8 oC to -1 oC) with the Guru klister and, although the grip was 
not quite as good as the day before, I was happy. The 5 km track avoided many of the short herring bone 
climbs and the second long climb of the day before, so grip was perhaps not quite as crucial. Jamie (who’d 
entered the medium distance classic and both short-distance races) withdrew from the short classic race to 
give himself a better chance in the afternoon’s skate race, while Lauro also withdrew to save his energy for 
the final, long classic race. 
 
For Peter D., this race represented an improvement compared to the previous day and I, while initially 
disappointed to not get below the 30 % mark, was happier when I compiled the Best of All Time result and 
discovered that 33 % was my 9th best from a total of 59, a little down on my best of 28 % in the same race 
in Autrans back in 2009 but quite a lot better than recent performances. In fact, 10 km classic seems to be 
my best event, with three of my four best results coming in it. We were all put to shame, though, by Kelley, 
who scored both the best percentage (albeit her worst of the event) and the fastest race time. 
 
Short distance classic technique, Sunday 1st February 
 
Ladies F01-F08 10 km 
 
Fastest Niina Virtanen FIN F01     26:16.0 22.1 km/h 
4) Jennifer Sweeting GBR F01     42:24.5 13.9 km/h    61.4 % (4 starters) 
 
1) Catrin Ingvarsson SWE F04     28:15.2 20.9 km/h 
6) Kelley Haniver GBR F04     33:19.0 17.7 km/h    17.9 % (7 starters) 
 
Men’s M01-M09 10 km 
 
Fastest Piotr Skowron POL M01     23:26.3 25.2 km/h 
 James Sweeting GBR M01       DNS    (3 starters) 
 
1) Gian Jorger CH M07     23:32.0 25.1 km/h 
38) Peter Drew GBR M07     33:53.5 17.4 km/h    44.1 % (42 starters) 
 
1) Daniele Vuerich ITA M08     26:42.6 22.1 km/h 
26) Adam Pinney GBR M08     35:32.6 16.6 km/h    33.1 % (31 starters) 
 
1) Gaefan Beaulieu CAN M09     27:38.1 21.4 km/h 
 Lauro Franzese GBR M09       DNS    (29 starters) 

 
Once again, the temperature in the afternoon was much warmer as the sun came around the mountain, 
+2.3 oC according to the weather forecast but almost certainly a lot warmer in the full sun. Peter M., sadly, 
chose the wrong lane at the start and had two people fall right in front of him, which put him further down 
the field than he should have been but this was, nonetheless, his best race of the event, 17.9 %, only a little 
down on his best-ever Masters performance of 14.0 % in Kuopio a century ago (1996), when the short races 
were 15 km and he was racing for New Zealand. Ironically, his race speed in Sappada was faster than it had 
been in Kuopio (21.6 km/h compared to 20.7 km/h), this possibly reflecting better track preparation and/or 
better skis. Peter had had quite a serious fall a few days before coming to Sappada and was in pain. We 
didn’t know it at the time, but X-rays subsequently revealed broken vertebrae so, overall, not a bad effort! 
  



 
 
 

 

 
Peter M. climbs the first short hill, with the 

cameraman (AAP) unable to get his arse in gear in 
time for a head on shot 

 

 
And here at the finish. Now, broken back or not, we 

wonder whether, if he trained a bit harder, he 

wouldn’t get this puffed out       ! 

 
Jennifer initially came to the start to find that she was the only one in her category, but the other two joined 
her just before the gun. Both she and Louise had difficulty going into the wood, Jennifer going off the tracks 
in the wood where it was slushy, while Louise fell in much the same place as in her first race but, despite 
this, was able to find a sprint for an extra place right at the finish. This was, though, her least-good 
percentage of the whole event. There was, though, triumph for Jennifer; with only three people in her class, 
a medal was guaranteed as long as she finished, which she duly did, to add a bronze to Great Britain’s 
impressive medal tally from MWCs! The whole team went to watch her collect her medal that evening, 
before heading into town for a celebratory meal. 
 
Short distance free technique, Sunday 1st February 
 
Ladies F01-F09 10 km 
 
Fastest Alena Prochazkova SLO F03     23:37.8 25.0 km/h 
 
1) Anna Engel USA F01     25:51.8 22.8 km/h 
3) Jannifer Sweeting GBR F01     42:05.9 14.0 km/h    62.8 % (3 starters) 
 
1) Sirpa Paakkonen FIN F08     27:57.7 21.1 km/h 
11) Louise Makin GBR F08     35:48.6 16.5 km/h    28.2 % (18 starters) 

 
Men’s M01-M09 10 km 
 
Fastest Piotr Skowron POL M01     21:08.6 27.9 km/h 
5) James Sweeting GBR M01     30:00.3 19.7 km/h    42.0 % (5 starters) 
 
1) Nicola Celon ITA M07     23:12.3 25.4 km/h 
36) Peter Moysey GBR M07     27:20.9 21.6 km/h    17.9 % (61 starters) 
  



 

 

 
“Where’s everybody else?” says Jennifer at the start 

 

 

And here posing in the waxing bay 

 
 

Louise, happy after her sprint finish  

 

 
Much of the GBR team, L-R Peter M., Peter D., Kelley, 

Louise, Chris (I think), Jennifer and James 

 
The following day, Monday, was the rest day. There was heavy snow all day, maybe adding another 25 cm, 
with temperatures of +2 oC. Lauro tried all kinds of stick wax but nothing worked and he eventually went 
for full glide wax to test out double-poling for the long classic race. I decided to try skating the 7.5 km track 
but, deep in snow, that was hard work! There was a fun activity in the evening, with many former elite stars 
of Italian cross-country skiing being interviewed in the refreshment tent, including videos of their 
performances and with the whole relay team (Maurilio De Zolt, Marco Albarello, Giorgio Vanzetta and Silvio 
Fauner) which had famously beaten Norway at the Lillehammer Winter Olympics in 1994. In a very close 
finish, Silvio Fauner, president of the Sappada Organising Committee, beat Bjorn Daehlie by just 0.4 seconds. 
These, you might remember, were the Olympics which followed the controversy between figure skaters 
Tonya Harding and Nancy Kerrigan, where friends of the former assaulted Nancy with a baseball bat, only 
for Harding to have a disastrous performance, finishing nowhere, while the previous favourite Kerrigan took 
the silver medal. They’d promised refreshments and, although food was on offer, there were long queues 
for it, so it was back to the pizzeria for Lauro and me, where we also met Kelley and Peter D. 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurilio_De_Zolt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marco_Albarello
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giorgio_Vanzetta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silvio_Fauner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silvio_Fauner


 

Former Italian XC stars with (hoping I get this right) L-R: Marco Albarello, Fulvio Valbusa, Maurilio De Zolt, 
Giuseppe Pütie (former coach), Silvio Fauner (OC President MWC 2026), Pietro Piller Cottrer, Gabriella Paruzzi 

and Giorgio Vanzetta 
 

 
Tuesday was Relay Day but with no one wanting to race for Britain, it turned into a second rest day, nice! 
The relays weren’t held in Sappada itself but, rather, a little up the road in Forni Avoltri (joint host town). 
Reports in the Team Captains’ meeting that evening were that a lot of skiers had had difficulty with the grip 
waxing for the classic legs (further adding to the anxiety amongst the British classicist skiers in advance of 
Thursday’s race!), with several opting for no grip wax whatsoever. Sadly, too, four teams (i.e. 16 skiers) had 
to be disqualified for taking the wrong track. I can’t really comment, having not seen the venue at Forni 
Avoltri but, while I fully accept that it’s up to racers to know the correct tracks, given that no one had raced 
there before the relays, would it have been so difficult for the organisers to put a few marshals at key points 
on the track? The Italian relay team from Lillehammer were scheduled to race but, probably because they 
had nothing to prove, I don’t think that any of them did. 
 
Wednesday, long skate race day, Kelley and Louise racing. Louise was, once again, was extremely happy 
with her race, she doesn’t fall but just missed out in a race-long battle with the Italian ahead of her. She 
was, though, concerned by how quickly overtaking skiers cut in, and she commented on slow tracks after 
all the new, wet snow which became heavier at lunchtime with a temperature of +3 oC all day and, perhaps 
interestingly (if you’re interested by this sort of thing), she recorded exactly the same percentage as her 
first race. From the smiles she wore all week, though, she will be back (and has already booked 
accommodation for Tromsø), and she is also trying to encourage more Brits to take part. She and partner 
Chris are looking into Team Kit for next year; let’s see whether we can look as posh as the Finnish team! 
Kelley reported being very happy with her race and finished only a few percentage points outside her best 
performance of the event. Now there remained only the long-distance classic race but, before we got to 
that, there was still a lot of waxing panic to be had in the Pinney/Franzese camp! 
  



 

 

A good idea of the far-from-ideal conditions for the long 
skate race! This is not anyone we know 

 

 
Long distance free technique, Wednesday 4th February 
 
Ladies F01-F07 30 km 
 
Fastest Erica Ohearn USA F03  1.23:34.2 21.0 km/h 
 
1) Jindriska Zemanoka CZ F04  1.27:56.7 20.0 km/h 
7) Kelley Haniver GBR F04  1.39:39.8 17.7 km/h    13.3 % (8 starters) 
 
Ladies F07-F08 20 km 
 
Fastest Kaija Pyoriainen FIN F07     57:16.5 20.6 km/h 
 
1) Sirpa Paakkonen FIN F08     59:12.6 19.9 km/h 
12) Louise Makin GBR F08  1.12:53.8 16.2 km/h    23.1 % (16 starters) 

 
Someone possibly had too much time on their hands, but the two photos below appeared on Whatserp, 
purporting to show how Kelley deals with her rivals: 
 

 

 
“Let me extend the kind hand of friendship” 

 

 
“Gotcha, you *******”! 

 



Final race, Thursday, 30 km classic. The heavy, wet snow of the previous day continued until about 04:00, 
with the tracks groomed for the last time at 08:15 but this leaving the base of the classic track still icy. The 
weather forecast suggested about -1 oC at 07:00 while the same forecast one hour later suggested positive 
temperatures for the rest of the day. The temperature when we started was around +2/+3 oC (and about 
+5 oC at the end), so I stayed with my Guru klister (-2 oC to +8 oC), Lauro opted for a -2 oC to +5 oC klister 
with universal klister added underfoot while Peter D. chose skins. Peter M. was scheduled to race, too, but 
the X-ray results had confirmed the back problems so, wisely, he decided against making the long drive in 
the heavy snow. Shortly before the race started I tried my skins but these seemed no better than klister, 
and the track was slower than earlier races. Bizarrely, while my grip was acceptable throughout the race, 
the skis were actually better when diagonal striding, especially up hills, than when kick-double-poling on 
the flat. Luckily, with the temperature rising quickly, I removed two top layers just before race start (and 
ditched my hat after one lap), and this was the first race of the event where my hands were warm 
throughout! 
 
Lauro had a somewhat eventful race, going down onto one knee five times, this usually as a result of being 
knocked down by over-takers pulling in in the same way as noted by Louise and which I also experienced. 
Lauro slowly picked off most of the pack ahead of him and, close to the finish, he had to sprint from about 
60 metres behind to beat Jiri Kralovec by 6 seconds. His 31.5 % was his best-ever Masters performance, 
surpassing his 33.0 % in the 20 km classic from Seefeld in 2023, and his 14th place put him exactly half way 
through his field, no mean achievement. As it happens, the whole team went down at some stage; I fell in 
a stupid little trip, tired, just a few metres before the finish, while Peter fell once and, although the tracks 
were well-prepared and stayed in good condition throughout the race, I wasn’t confident enough to stay in 
the tracks for the left-hand turn going into the trees without a surreptitious half-snowplough. Unusually (I 
don’t think that I’ve ever had this before), I believe that we were all lapped by the winners in our age 
categories on our third of four laps. Strangely, the M07 (60-65 year old) winner was faster that all other age 
classes and, sadly (and a little inexplicably, given the good conditions), the number of DNSs probably spoilt 
the number of people we each beat; there were 10 in Peter’s class, 11 in mine and 10 in Lauro’s. 
 

 

 
Lauro on his way to his best-ever Masters 

performance, 30 km classic 

 

 
Peter D., happy but perhaps regretting the decision 

to use skins, about to drop to the river 

 
Long distance classic technique, Thursday 5th February 
 
Men’s M01-M09 30 km 
 
Fastest Gian Jorger CH M07  1.23:57.4 21.0 km/h 
29) Peter Drew GBR M07  2.11:51.4 13.3 km/h    57.1 % 
 Peter Moysey GBR M07       DNS    (34 starters) 
  



1) Knut Beck Engebretsen NOR M08  1.26:34.2 20.3 km/h 
25) Adam Pinney GBR M08  2.07:15.6 13.8 km/h    47.0 % (29 starters) 
 
1) Jaromir Simunek CZ M09  1.35:26.5 18.4 km/h 
14) Lauro Franzese GBR M09  2.05:32.0 14.0 km/h    31.5 % (28 starters) 

 
Before the banquet, there was the small matter of the Skiing Ashes, our annual battle with Australia. With 
the Australian team three times bigger than ours, and with them having a gold medallist, I’m afraid to report 
that, as the following table shows, this year we were thrashed! 
 

Australia   Great Britain   

Name Race % Name Race % 

Alina McMaster 15 km F, F06 0.0 Kelley Haniver 20 km F, F04 12.4 

Jane Scheer 30 km F, F06 6.7 Peter Moysey 10 km F, M07 17.9 

Tom Landon Smith 10 km C, M06 6.7 Louise Makin 15 km F, F08 23.1 

Kevin Tory 20 km F, M06 10.8 Lauro Franzese 30 km C, M09 31.5 

Total 24.2 Total 84.9 

 

Compared to last year, when Australia was on 104.3 % and we were on 154.3 % (but with five racers scoring 
instead of just four this year), we improved our mean score from 31 % to 21 % per person, but the Aussies 
improved even more, from 21 % to just 6 %. Although we had a friendly drink in their hotel, the win rate 
now stands at two to them, one to us. So we need to do better to even things up next year! 

 

We were a little depleted for the closing banquet; Jennifer and James had left on Sunday, Peter M. was 
out injured and Peter D. also left after his race and went on to contract shingles, not very nice. But, apart 
from having to wait quite a long time for our food, as they went through not just the classic presentation 
but also the skate winners postponed from the previous day, this was a good banquet with the food, when 
it did come, being good. 

 
 

 
The closing banquet, L-R: Kelley, Adam, Lauro, Chris and Louise 

 
So, in summary, most people I spoke to were extremely happy with Sappada overall. Everything to do with 
the racing, especially the tracks, was fantastic, but there were a few concerns about the associated 
administration (e.g. big problems booking accommodation and long queues at the Race Office). But while 
Seefeld three years ago did a lot of damage to the Masters causes, the three events since then: Vuokatti, 
Klosters and now Sappada, have done a lot to restore things. This, I’m confident, will continue in Tromsø! 
Let’s finish our reporting from Sappada with a few random photos: 



 
 

 
The main Sappada organisers. With a population of just 1 400, 

2 % were involved in the event! 

 

 
Jennifer larks about for the camera but, as a 

medal-winner, we’ll forgive her! 
 

 
Part of the British team (second right table) in earnest 

discussion after the 30 km skate race 

 

 
The view from our window on one of the 
snowy days. The gap from roof to gutter 

disappeared for a while! 
 
 

 
The view up from the start, with the first sharp downhill to the left 

 


